
Exhibit A 
 
 

PART I: Clarifications 
 
 

These clarifications, which were presented to the Board of Supervisors on March 16, 
2010, have been incorporated into Exhibit D (Land Use Ordinance) and Exhibit E 
(Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance).  
 
 
1) Cultivation activities are not considered “grading” and are not regulated 

under this ordinance.   
 
Grading.  For the purposes of this Chapter, "grading" is defined as all new earthwork that involves 
one or more of the following activities:  excavations, cuts, fills, dams, reservoirs, levees, 
impoundments, diking, dredging, borrow pits, stockpiling, or compaction of fill,; or removal of 
vegetation for the purposes of rangeland management.  Cultivation activities, including disking, 
harrowing, raking or chiseling, planting, plowing, seeding, or other tilling are not considered 
“grading” and are not regulated under this ordinance.  A grading permit is required in any of the 
following cases: 
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.060A Page C-3-43 Exhibit D, Page 11 
23.05.030.a Page C-3-115 Exhibit E, Page 11 
 
 
2) Even though a project may be defined as “grading” (i.e. trigger the 

threshold), it may also qualify for an exemption, agricultural grading, or 
alternative review.   

 
Grading.  For the purposes of this Chapter, "grading" is defined as all new earthwork that involves 
one or more of the following activities:  excavations, cuts, fills, dams, reservoirs, levees, 
impoundments, diking, dredging, borrow pits, stockpiling, compaction of fill, or removal of 
vegetation.  Cultivation activities, including disking, harrowing, raking or chiseling, planting, plowing, 
seeding, or other tilling are not considered “grading” and are not regulated under this ordinance.  A 
grading permit is required in any of the following cases, unless the project qualifies for an exemption 
or agricultural grading as set forth in Section 22.52.0701, or unless the project goes through the 
alternative review process as set forth in Section 22.52.0802: 
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.060A Page C-3-43 Exhibit D, Page 11 
23.05.030.a Page C-3-115 Exhibit E, Page 11 
 

                                                   
1 CZLUO Reference: 23.05.032 
2 CZLUO Reference: 23.05.034 
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3) Ongoing crop production includes repair and restoration of existing fields.   
 
For grading activities related to crop production, the proposed grading is limited to preparing a field 
for a crops, repair or restoration of existing fields, and associated drainage improvements on land 
that has been previously cultivated within the previous five years or covered under a conservation 
plan prepared as part of the Conservation Reserve Program.  Cultivation shall include the following 
practices:  disking, harrowing, raking or chiseling, planting, plowing, seeding, or other tilling. 
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.070B.11.a Page C-3-46 Exhibit D, Page 14 
23.05.032.b(11)(i) Page C-3-120 Exhibit E, Page 16 

 
 

4) Grading for ongoing crop production purposes is not limited to cultivation 
activities. 

 
For grading activities related to crop production, the proposed grading is limited to preparing a field 
for a crops, repair or restoration of existing fields, and associated drainage improvements on land 
that has been previously cultivated within the previous five years or covered under a conservation 
plan prepared as part of the Conservation Reserve Program.  Previously cultivated land Cultivation 
shall include any land where the following practices have occurred:  disking, harrowing, raking or 
chiseling, planting, plowing, seeding, or other tilling.  Activities covered under this exemption are not 
limited to these cultivation practices. 
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.070B.11.a Page C-3-46 Exhibit D, Page 14 
23.05.032.b(11)(i) Page C-3-120 Exhibit E, Page 16 
 
 
5) In addition to lands grazed within the past 5 years, lands exiting the 

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) are eligible for the ongoing grazing 
exemption.   

 
For grading activities related to range management for commercial livestock production, the grading 
is limited to the following activities: vegetation management, such as reseeding or vegetation 
modification; or livestock watering systems and associated drainage improvements other than ponds 
or reservoirs.  To qualify for this exemption, these activities shall take place only on land where 
grazing has occurred within the previous five years or on lands covered under a conservation plan 
prepared as part of the Conservation Reserve Program.   
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.070B.11.b Page C-3-46 Exhibit D, Page 14 
23.05.032.b(11)(ii) Page C-3-120 Exhibit E, Page 16 
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6) The ongoing grazing exemption also applies to hobby ranching, not just 
commercial ranching. 

 
For grading activities related to range management for commercial livestock production, the grading 
is limited to the following activities: vegetation management, such as reseeding or vegetation 
modification; or livestock watering systems and associated drainage improvements other than ponds 
or reservoirs.  To qualify for this exemption, these activities shall take place only on land where 
grazing has occurred within the previous five years or on lands covered under a conservation plan 
prepared as part of the Conservation Reserve Program.   
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.070B.11.b Page C-3-46 Exhibit D, Page 14 
23.05.032.b(11)(ii) Page C-3-120 Exhibit E, Page 16 
 
 
7) Streambank restoration projects requiring a state/federal permit are exempt; 

streambank restoration projects not involving a state/federal permit could 
occur under the alternative review process. 

 
Conservation, restoration, and enhancement projects.  Subject to the discretion of the Director, 
aA soil, water, and/or wildlife conservation or enhancement project for which a California 
Department of Fish and Game Alteration Agreement and/or Army Corps of Engineers permit has 
been secured and which has a design prepared or approved by, and is inspected and certified by a 
Resource Conservation District, the U.S. Natural Resources Conservation Service or the State of 
California, Department of Water Resources, or the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control 
Board. 
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.070B.7 Page C-3-45 Exhibit D, Page 13 
23.05.032.b(7) Page C-3-119 Exhibit E, Page 14 
 
Streambank protection measures.  Streambank protection measures when using NRCS Practices 
and with appropriate Fish and Game alteration agreements/permits, Regional Water Quality Control 
permits, and Army Corps permits, as required. 
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.080B.5 Page C-3-50 Exhibit D, Page 18 
23.05.034.b(5) Page C-3-124 Exhibit E, Page 20 
 
Conservation, restoration, and enhancement projects.  A sSoil, water, and/or wildlife 
conservation or enhancement projects which do not require permits from a state or federal resource 
agency, or for which the permitting state or federal agency does not review plans or conduct final 
inspections.   for which a California Department of Fish and Game alteration agreement/permit 
and/or Army Corps of Engineers permit has been secured. 
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SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.080B.6 Page C-3-50 Exhibit D, Page 18 
23.05.034.b(6) Page C-3-124 Exhibit E, Page 20 
 
 
8) Upland restoration, outside of a stream channel, can be done by filing a form 

(agricultural grading), instead of through the alternative review process. 
 
Upland restoration measures.  Projects which are undertaken for soil, water quality, habitat, or 
wildlife restoration, conservation, or enhancement occurring outside of the channel of a stream. 
   

• Remove the above text from Section 22.52.080B.7 / 23.05.034.b(7) 
• Renumber Subsections B.8 through B.11 as B.7 through B.10 
• Add the above text to Section 22.52.070C.2.c / 23.05.032.c(2)(iii) 

 
SECTIONS AFFECTED 

SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 
22.52.070C.2 Page C-3-47 Exhibit D, Page 16 
22.52.080B.7 Page C-3-50 Exhibit D, Page 18 
23.05.032.c(2) Page C-3-121 Exhibit E, Page 18 
23.05.034.b(7) Page C-3-124 Exhibit E, Page 20 
 
 
9) When the only violation is failure to file an Agricultural Grading Form, the 

remedy would be to file the form after-the-fact.  No fines or criminal charges 
will be pursued.   

 
Add a new Subsection 8 to Section 22.52.190C / 23.05.056.c, as follows: 
 
Where the only violation of this Chapter is the failure to file an Agricultural Grading Form, as set 
forth in Section 22.52.070C3, the violation shall be corrected by filing the form after-the-fact.  In this 
circumstance, the involved party shall not be subject to penalties, fines, or criminal prosecution.   
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.190C Page C-3-97 Exhibit D, Page 68 
23.05.056.c Page C-3-172  
 
 

                                                   
3 CZLUO Reference: 23.05.032.c 
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10) Agricultural activities which comply with exemption or alternative review 
requirements shall be exempt from preparation of an erosion and 
sedimentation control plan.   

 
Exceptions.  Projects exempt from grading permit submittal as set forth in Section 22.52.0704 and 
project proceeding under alternative review as set forth in Section 22.52.0805 are not required to 
prepare an erosion and sedimentation control plan.  For other projects, An an exception to the 
requirement for an erosion and sedimentation control plan may be authorized by the Building 
Official or Public Works Director only when all the following site characteristics exist in the area to 
be disturbed; and all work will be completed, and no portion of the site will remain disturbed 
between October 15 and April 15: 
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.120B Page C-3-67 Exhibit D, Page 35 
23.05.042.b Page C-3-141 Exhibit E, Page 37 
 
 
11) Substitute “California Code of Regulations” for all references to the 

California Administrative Code. 
 
Environmental determination.  As required by Title 14 of the California Administrative Code of 
Regulations, all grading permit and restoration permit applications are to be reviewed by the 
Environmental Coordinator for an environmental determination in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  This Section does not apply to those applications that are 
deemed exempt from the provisions of CEQA in compliance with section 15304, 15333, or 
15061(b)(3) of the State CEQA Guidelines.   
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.090D.1 Page C-3-53 Exhibit D, Page 21 
23.05.036.d(1) Page C-3-127 Exhibit E, Page 23 
 
 
12) Use language from the illicit discharge ordinance in Title 8 to exempt 

agricultural practices from preparation of a Stormwater Pollution 
Prevention Plan. 

 
3. Any project, such as irrigated agricultural activities, exempted from stormwater pollution 

prevention requirements under a valid waiver or conditional waiver adopted by the State Water 
Resources Control Board or the Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board.    

 
4. Agricultural discharges regulated by the State Water Resources Control Board and/or Regional 

Water Quality Control Board pursuant to waiver and/or formal policy, provided compliance 
with all relevant permit, waiver, or policy conditions established by the State Water Resources 
Control Board and/or Regional Water Quality Control Board is maintained.   

 
                                                   
4 CZLUO Reference: 23.05.032 
5 CZLUO Reference: 23.05.034 
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SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.130B Page C-3-70 Exhibit D, Page 38 
23.05.044.b Page C-3-144 Exhibit E, Page 40 
 
 
13) Include a note that, while some projects may be exempt from a grading 

permit, an encroachment permit may still be required for any work done in a 
state or County right-of-way. 

 
Note:  While the activities under this section are exempted from a grading permit for the purposes of this County’s 
ordinance, the owner and/or applicant should understand that permits may be required by other regulatory agencies, 
including, but not limited to, the California Department of Fish and Game, Regional Water Quality Control Board, 
Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or the California Department of Forestry (Cal Fire).  
Additionally, grading projects involving work within a state or County right-of-way may require encroachment permit 
approval. 
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.070 Page C-3-44 Exhibit D, Page 12 
22.52.080 Page C-3-48 Exhibit D, Page 16 
23.05.032 Page C-3-117 Exhibit E, Page 13 
23.05.034 Page C-3-122 Exhibit E, Page 18 
 
 
14) Restore elements from the existing purpose and intent sections, including 

statements about reducing hazards to life and property, slope stability, 
protection of environmental resources, etc. 

 
The purpose of this Chapter is to establish standards to safeguard the public health, safety and 
general welfare, ; minimize erosion and sedimentation, ; minimize fugitive dust emissions, ; prevent 
the loss of agricultural soils, ; reduce the harmful effects of stormwater runoff, ; encourage 
groundwater recharge, ; protect fish and wildlife, ; reduce hazards to life and property; reduce 
drainage problems from new development; enhance slope stability; protect natural, scenic, and 
cultural resources; prevent environmental damage to public and private property; and to otherwise 
protect the natural environment.   This Chapter addresses compliance with the National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II stormwater regulations and sets forth local 
stormwater requirements, to avoid pollution of watercourses with sediments or other pollutants 
generated on or caused by surface runoff on or across construction sites.  
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.010 Page C-3-41 Exhibit D, Page 9 
23.05.020 Page C-3-114 Exhibit E, Page 9 
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PART II: Board Consensus 
 
 

The following modifications are based on consensus reached by the Board at the March 
2, 2010 hearing.  These modifications have been incorporated into Exhibit D (Land Use 
Ordinance) and Exhibit E (Coastal Zone Land Use Ordinance).  
 
 
15) The threshold pertaining to removal of vegetation applies to all projects, not 

just rangeland management, and applies to removal of all vegetation, not just 
native vegetation.  Additionally, the threshold is set at one acre of vegetation 
clearance, instead of one-half acre.   

 
Removal of native vegetation.  Rangeland management pProjects which would involve more than 
one-half acre of native vegetation removal on a site., except in the following circumstances: 
 
a. When the project goes through the alternative review process, pursuant to Section 22.52.080; 

or  
 
b. When the project complies with the ongoing grazing exemption discussed in Section 

22.52.070B.11.b.   
 
Native vegetation Vegetation removal is calculated based on the total area of a site which will lack 
soil cover (i.e. “bare soil”) at any given time.  Areas subject to previous native vegetation removal are 
not included in this calculation where permanent revegetation has already achieved a minimum of 70 
percent coverage. 
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.060A.3 Page C-3-43 Exhibit D, Page 11 
23.05.030.a(3) Page C-3-116 Exhibit E, Page 11 
 
Rangeland Management Projects.  Rangeland management projects, as specified in Section 
22.52.060A.3. involving removal of more than one acre of vegetation on lands that were not grazed 
within the previous five years and are not covered under a conservation plan prepared as part of the 
Conservation Reserve Program. 
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.080B.2 Page C-3-49 Exhibit D, Page 17 
23.05.034.b(2) Page C-3-123 Exhibit E, Page 19 
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16) Specify that vegetation removal may occur as part of the ongoing 
agricultural exemption and creation of new fields.   

 
a. For grading activities related to crop production, the proposed grading is limited to 

preparing a field for a crops, repair or restoration of existing fields, removal of vegetation, 
and associated drainage improvements on land that has been previously cultivated within the 
previous five years or covered under a conservation plan prepared as part of the 
Conservation Reserve Program. Previously cultivated land shall include any land where the 
following practices have occurred:  disking, harrowing, raking or chiseling, planting, plowing, 
seeding, or other tilling.  Activities covered under this exemption are not limited to these 
cultivation practices. 

 
b. For grading activities related to range management for livestock production, the grading is 

limited to the following activities: vegetation management, such as reseeding, removal, or 
vegetation modification; or livestock watering systems and associated drainage 
improvements other than ponds or reservoirs.  To qualify for this exemption, these activities 
shall take place only on land where grazing has occurred within the previous five years or on 
lands covered under a conservation plan prepared as part of the Conservation Reserve 
Program.   

 
SECTIONS AFFECTED 

SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 
22.52.070B.11 Page C-3-46 Exhibit D, Page 14 
23.05.032.b(11) Page C-3-120 Exhibit E, Page 16 
 
Crop production.  Grading to prepare new land for crop production, including drainage 
improvements and vegetation removal, on slopes with a natural gradient less than thirty percent 
where no off-site fill is proposed.  Importation and exportation of commercial soil amendments as 
specified in Subsection B.11.c is permissible under this exemption.   
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.070C.2.a Page C-3-47 Exhibit D, Page 16 
23.05.032.c(2)(i) Page C-3-121 Exhibit E, Page 17 
 
 
17) Create an exemption for small agricultural projects involving no more than 

50 cubic yards of cut and 50 cubic yards of fill.  This essentially makes the 
“threshold” non-cumulative for agricultural production.   

 
Add new Subsection 14 to Section 22.52.070B / 23.05.032.b, as follows: 
 
Small agricultural projects.  Projects conducted for the exclusive purposes of initiating and/or 
enhancing crop production and/or grazing, and which involve no more than 50 cubic yards of 
excavation (including export) and no more than 50 cubic yards of fill (including import).   
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.070B Page C-3-47 Exhibit D, Page 15 
23.05.032.b Page C-3-116 Exhibit E, Page 16 
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18) Remove the limitation on importing biosolids under the ongoing agriculture 

exemption; the County’s biosolid ordinance will still apply.   
 
All site work shall be balanced.  No importation or exportation of fill material from/to off-site 
parcels shall occur.  These fill materials include topsoil and, sand, and biosolids.  The importation or 
exportation of soil fertility amendments to enhance crop production or rangeland fertility is 
permissible under this exemption.  Soil fertility amendments include materials described in the 
California Food and Agricultural Code Sections 14511 et seq. (excluding Sections 14552(e) and 
14560).  Importation or exportation of treated sewage sludge (i.e. biosolids) as a soil fertility 
amendment shall be done in compliance with local ordinances.   
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.070B.11.c Page C-3-46 Exhibit D, Page 14 
23.05.032.b(11)(iii) Page C-3-120 Exhibit E, Page 16 
 
 

PART III – Other Requests 
 
 
The following clarification is minor and editorial in nature.  While the Board has not 
specifically considered this request, staff supports its inclusion.  As such, it has been 
incorporated into Exhibit D (Land Use Ordinance) and Exhibit E (Coastal Zone Land Use 
Ordinance).  
 
 
19) Request from Farm Bureau:  Allow importation of sand and gravel in 

association with drainage improvements. 
 
All site work shall be balanced.  No importation or exportation of fill material from/to off-site 
parcels shall occur.  These fill materials include topsoil and sand.  The importation or exportation of 
soil fertility amendments to enhance crop production or rangeland fertility is permissible under this 
exemption.  Soil fertility amendments include materials described in the California Food and 
Agricultural Code Sections 14511 et seq. (excluding Section 14552(e)).  Importation or exportation of 
treated sewage sludge (i.e. biosolids) as a soil fertility amendment shall be done in compliance with 
local ordinances.  Importation of sand and gravel may occur only when used for drainage 
improvements.   
 

SECTIONS AFFECTED 
SECTION NUMBER 3/2/2010 STAFF REPORT CURRENT PAGE NUMBER 

22.52.070B.11.c Page C-3-46 Exhibit D, Page 14 
23.05.032.b(11)(iii) Page C-3-120 Exhibit E, Page 16 
 


